
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 18 November 2021] 

 p5747b-5748a 
Mr Peter Rundle; Mr Mark McGowan 

 [1] 

CORONAVIRUS — MANDATORY VACCINATIONS — TEACHERS 
801. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Premier: 
I refer to the Premier’s failure to answer my question yesterday in relation to the teacher shortage and his failure 
to provide a clear answer for the families, students and schools of Western Australia. I simply ask: will there be 
a teacher in front of every class when school resumes in term 1 of 2022?  
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! It is important that all members are able to hear the question when it is asked. I think 
it is very rude and unparliamentary to continuously interject while questions are being asked. 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Thank you, Madam Speaker. We have put in place a mandate for the education workforce, which is that the first 
dose has to be done, from memory, by the end of this year and the second dose by the end of January, or the 
start of the school year next year. I encourage all teachers to do so. I encourage all education staff to do so. That 
is the requirement that Western Australia has. Other states have similar requirements. Our surveys show that the 
overwhelming—absolutely overwhelming—majority of education staff support this. When we did it with the 
aged-care workforce, at the urging of the Prime Minister I might add, the initial response, obviously, was a slow 
take-up. But by the time the mandate commenced in mid-September, over 99 per cent of the aged-care workforce 
was vaccinated. Our expectation is that that is what will occur here with the education workforce, and we will get 
to very high levels of vaccination. 
Within the system, people are moved around, whether it is teachers or other staff, to meet demand as required. But 
we have very few choices here. We have limited capacity to bring people in from overseas. We have limited capacity 
to bring people from interstate because other states, obviously, are trying to vaccinate their workforces so that they 
are as healthy as can be before COVID arrives. We want to make sure that everyone is vaccinated for the inevitable 
arrival of COVID next year so that we keep our workforce in place and we do not have large numbers of people 
going off sick and potentially dying. 
If the member has a better option or a better alternative than what we are doing, say so. This constant undermining 
of what we are trying to do is your modus operandi. The fact of the matter is you cannot actually think of a better 
question than these dumb questions you ask! 
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